
A major area of potential growth for the commercial space industry is the field of commercial 
suborbital research, R&D, and STEM education.  Suborbital vehicles can be used to fly 
scientific, technology development, and educational payloads into space, and provide a new 
capability in the space toolkit.   
 
Suborbital flight opportunities also have potential 

linkages with orbital space research, ISS payload 

development, and spaceport design and 

operations.  NASA has embraced the potential of 

suborbital research and education with its $15 

million a year CRuSR (Commercial Reusable 

Suborbital Research) Program, which is funding 

both flights and payloads, and other government 

agencies and universities are looking at using 

these vehicles as well.  For example, Southwest 

Research Institute is investing about $1 million to 

fly both payloads and researchers on suborbital 

vehicles. 

The New York Times Article “Space Tourism May 

Mean One Giant Leap for Researchers” published 

in February of 2011 stated:  

“Science, perhaps even more than tourism, could 
turn out to be big business for Virgin and other 
companies that are aiming to provide short rides 
above the 62-mile altitude that marks the official 
entry into outer space, eventually on a daily 
basis.”  

(http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/01/science/s
pace/01orbit.html) 
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researchers, students, space industry professionals, and space 

enthusiasts to get involved in commercial suborbital research 

opportunities. 
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Welcome aboard to this new era of suborbital 
research, science, and education…  

To help grow this market, promote the industry, 
and gain a new supportive constituency among 
the scientific community, the CSF Suborbital 
Applications Researchers Group (SARG) is proud 
to organize the 3rd Annual Next-Generation 
Suborbital Researchers Conference in Silicon 
Valley.   
 
The first annual conference, in Boulder, Colorado, 
drew over 250 participants including scientists, 
educators, technologists, industry 
representatives, and media, and the 2011 
conference, in Orlando, Florida, drew around 350 
people.  We expect equal or higher participation 
for the 2012 conference. 

 
The CSF’s scientific advisory group for commercial 
suborbital research, known as the Suborbital 
Applications Research Group (SARG), helps to 
ensure that the program tracks include a wide 
range of scientific, technology R&D, and STEM 
education topics from speakers across the nation 
and the globe. 
 
NSRC 2012 will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
and Resort in Palo Alto, CA from February 27-29, 
2012. We would like to encourage you to 
participate in this exciting conference by 
becoming a sponsor!  
 

Suborbital flights into space are not just for tourists – they are a 

perfect opportunity for scientific research… 

www.nytimes.com/2011/03/01/science/space/01orbit.html 

 



We would encourage you to participate in this exciting 
conference by becoming a sponsor!  

Levels of Sponsorship for NSRC 2012 

2011 NSRC Sponsors: 

24 organizations sponsored the 2011 conference and the list of last year’s sponsors are shown below and 
can also be found at: http://www.swri.org/9what/events/confer/nsrc/2011/index.htm .  Sponsors will get 
broad exposure for their company’s brand and will provide financial support to help ensure the success of 
the 2012 conference and our efforts to promote commercial spaceflight and commercial suborbital 
research through activities such as SARG – the Suborbital Applications Research Group. Sponsorships are a 
tax-deductible business expense.   
 
Please contact Dr. Alan Stern astern@boulder.swri.edu, Chair of the Suborbital Applications Researchers 
Group, if you would like to join our list of sponsors!  
 

http://www.swri.org/9what/events/confer/nsrc/2011/index.htm
mailto:astern@boulder.swri.edu


 

 

 

 
http://nsrc.swri.org 

 


