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What’s the idea behind Astronauts4Hire?
Our aim is to train a highly qualified group to 
become the first scientist-astronauts for hire by 
researchers wanting to fly experiments in space. 
People will be able to go to our website and search 
for astronauts with the type of scientific and flight 
expertise they want.

Why is now the right time for this service?
Since 2004, when SpaceShipOne became the  
first commercial spacecraft to take a person up 
into space, there has been a mad dash to develop 
sub-orbital spacecraft. Their flights will be  
geared towards space tourism, but there is also  
a massive opportunity for scientists to send their 
experiments up on these flights. A group of 
colleagues and I walked away from the Next-
Generation Suborbital Researchers Conference in 
February this year saying, “We have to seize this.” 

Are commercial space flights really such  
a big deal for science?
Even if you had just one science experiment in 
each craft, that’s a lot of data, especially because 
these flights will be going up frequently, perhaps 
daily. There is also the cost factor. Some people 
estimate that the cost of space flight will drop 
tenfold or even 100-fold compared with today.

What kind of science does sub-orbital flight 
allow you to do?
Fundamental physics and chemistry studies in 
microgravity, astronomy, planetary science. It’s  
a unique vantage point that we haven’t explored 
yet, as it’s much lower than the space station but 
much higher than the altitude reached by most 
sub-orbital uncrewed rockets. There could be 
medical studies too. With thousands of space 
tourists, you could also do physiological studies  
on how different people react to space flight.

You co-founded Astronauts4Hire in April. 
How’s it doing so far?
Right now we are reliant on sponsors and donors 
to help fund our training. In the meantime we’ve 
had our first request for one of our members to 
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conduct an experiment aboard an upcoming 
zero-g flight.

Being an astronaut is one of the pinnacles of 
human achievement today, but will it become 
a lot more like a regular job in future?
I hope so. Commercial space companies are 
commoditising the sub-orbital and the low-Earth 
orbit realms, just like what happened a century 
ago with aviation. Today, only 500 or so people 
have flown to an altitude of 100 kilometres, most 
of them highly qualified test pilots or scientists. 
With this new revolution, if you have the money, or 
if you have the funding for an experiment, you can 
go. Or, as we are hoping, you have the experiment 
and you hire us and we will do it for you. 

If I were a scientist, I’d want to go myself.  
Why would anyone pay to send you?
Maybe they need to be on the ground to monitor 
the experiment. Maybe the person doesn’t want to 
go on what is considered an experimental aircraft 
and be one of the guinea pigs in this new industry. 
Interview by Celeste Biever

The president of Astronauts4Hire on how the commercial 
space race is changing what it means to be an astronaut
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