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Thoughts on PS Roles in
Suborbital Spaceflight

An era of routine suborbital spaceflight
is rapidly approaching.

Research & education missions (REM) will
be an important market segment in that
era.

Many experiments will require human
tending or participation.

That means we’ll need suborbital payload
specialists (SPS’s), at first by the dozens,
but later by the hundreds.
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 What kinds of REM SPS’s should we
expect to see in the next few years?

 PIs/CoIs
 Grad Students
 Educators

 Test Subjects

Professional SPS’s (i.e., fee for
   service astronauts)
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 And what special issues do I see for
SPS’s?

 Unique training needs (first time
   and recurrent)
 Medical certs (first time and
   recurrent)
 Insurance Needs
 Unique Flight Equipment Needs
 Shared Lessons Learned


